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COVID 19 GUIDANCE FOR RESUMPTION OF MCUI UC COMPETITION 
 

JUNE 2020 
 

Introduction 
 
This guidance document once agreed within the Motorcycle Union of Ireland Ulster Centre (MCUI 
UC) will be submitted to Sport NI for onward transmission to the Department for Communities for 
approval.  
 
This guidance is based upon consideration of information from a wide range of sources, including 
NI Executive, World Health Organisation, Public Health Agency, Labour Relations Agency, Local NI 
Councils, Sport NI, FIM, ACU, MRA, Motorsport UK and many individuals within MCUI UC including 
a broad range of volunteer teams eg Management Committee, Medical Team, various 
Committees, MCUI UC Marshals Association, Flag Marshals, Timekeepers, Scrutineers, Race 
Control, Breathalyser Team, Clubs, etc.  
 
The MCUI UC will publish the document on our website and issue to each of its Clubs. 
 
Critically, this document will help to guide our Clubs during development of their individual 
event specific COVID 19 Risk Assessments and event safety plans and acts as guidance only.   
 
Once the NI Executive deems it safe to move through each stage of their five stage process, 
decision making around safe return to sport will be for each individual sport, working with their 
national/international Federation.  Similarly it will be for each individual Promoting Club to risk 
assess and develop individual event safety plans and secure agreement from not only the MCUI 
UC but also the various agencies involved and/or potentially impacted by their event eg DfI, Local 
Councils, PSNI, NIAS, Local HSC Trusts, First Aid providers, etc. 
 
We want to thank all of the motorcycle racing community for supporting the need to suspend our 
activities; we appreciate just how difficult this has been for many individuals and organisations. 
 
It is important to remember these draft guidelines will be in relation to us entering into Stage 5 
of the process, and not as we are at present.  In time, there will be the need for further guidance 
from NI Executive and Sport NI on staging larger sporting events eg any NI conditions on mass 
gatherings will apply eg size, etc. 
 
This is a fast developing area and as the learning is assimilated Sport NI will provide further 
guidance to the sport sector in NI.  The MCUI UC in turn will review and update this guidance in 
light of any new learning as should Clubs review their event specific risk assessments and event 
safety plans and amend as appropriate. 
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About Us 
 
The Motorcycle Union of Ireland - Ulster Centre (MCUI UC) is the governing body responsible for 
Road Racing, Short Circuits and Trials within the nine counties of Ulster and was founded on the 
9th January 1903.  
 
Our objectives are to:- 
 

 make and administer rules to govern and control the sport and pastime of motorcycling;  

 promote motorcycling in its different forms;  

 protect and safeguard members of the Union as far as possible in the exercise of all their legal 
rights as motorists; and  

 protect the interests of Irish Motorcyclists by entering into relations with the governing bodies 
of motorcycling in other countries.  
 

The MCUI UC is affiliated through the MCUI to the FIM, and subsequently is signed up to World 
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) protocols for Anti-Doping regulations, and has a full range of policies 
in place for Safeguarding, Equal Opportunities, Social Media, etc.  
 
The Motorcycle Union of Ireland (Ulster Centre) consists of 25 affiliated clubs/bodies which, 
together with a large number of appointed officials, form the Council of the Centre.  It has 
approximately 1,200 members, approximately 400 competitive licence holders and runs 
approximately 35 events per annum.  
 
The business of the Centre is conducted by a number of specialist committees appointed by the 
Council at the Annual General Meeting.  
 
Numbers of spectators/fans from across the globe are into the millions. 
 
A report commissioned by the NI Executive’s Motorsport Taskforce on the Economic Impact of 
Motorsport in Northern Ireland in 2017 identified the MCUI UC events’ direct economic impact 
was approximately £47 million. 
 

Background 
 
The MCUI UC Management Committee (Board of Directors) has been working to respond to the 
current coronavirus crisis and this document outlines the Directors current thinking in response to 
the COVID 19 pandemic. 
   
The impact of this crisis is unprecedented and will have wide-reaching ramifications for motorcycle 
sport and all its participants within the Ulster Centre.   Our main priority is to safeguard the future 
of the sport in a safe and responsible manner, representing the interests of all our members, while 
protecting the security and stability of motorcycle sport.   
 
During the UK Government’s initial suspension period our main concern has been to protect the 
health and wellbeing of everyone involved in our sport, while taking a socially responsible position 
to comply with all lockdown restrictions imposed by the NI Executive/UK Government.  
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We recognise that this has had a significant impact on individual livelihoods and businesses that 
rely on events as a significant source of income.  
 
We are continually working behind the scenes to develop contingency plans for the resumption of 
training, practice, and competition activity at the earliest opportunity; in line with whatever 
Governmental restrictions remain in place.  
 
To deal with the short, medium and long-term implications of this crisis, we have produced this 
guidance document to provide an overview of how we can work together within the sport to 
manage the process at each stage.  
 
This is split into three distinct stages; Response, Resumption and Recovery, to summarise how the 
MCUI UC aims to meet the challenges presented by COVID 19 as the situation continues to evolve.  
 
We appreciate that it may take some time after the initial lockdown restrictions are lifted before 
full competition activity may begin again.  While it is not possible to predict specific timescales for 
when these different stages can be implemented, we want to be ready to start training, practicing, 
and racing as soon as it is safe to do so. 
   
With considerable uncertainty as to how long this crisis will last, future planning for events 
remains extremely challenging, however, social distancing restrictions that may remain in place 
post-lockdown will limit our opportunities to run a ‘normal’ calendar of events, even when sport is 
able to resume.   
 
Flexibility will be the key, with a gradual return to action, which will inevitably be low key and 
small scale to begin with, as it remains unclear when larger mass gatherings will be permitted, it is 
likely to be at least stage 5 of the NI Executive’s timetable. 
 
Our focus will therefore be on getting activity up and running on a case by case basis initially, with 
the co-operation of Clubs, building up to bigger events, within limits on capacity or travel and fully 
compliant with all social distancing and hygiene restrictions in place at the time.  
 
Stage I – Response   
 
The MCUI UC started to monitor the outbreak in early March 2020 when the World Health 
Organisation declared the outbreak an international pandemic on 11th March 2020; at this point 
other sporting events were still continuing as normal.  
 
By Monday 16th March 2020 it was clear that even running smaller scale events behind closed 
doors would not be possible, as the UK Government strategy moved into its suppression phase.   
 
Following a meeting at Stormont with Sport NI, NI Sports Forum and the Department for 
Communities on 16th March 2020 attended by most sporting Governing Bodies in NI, the MCUI UC 
Directors took the decision to suspend all activity from midnight the following day March 17th 
2020, indefinitely, as the Directors felt this was the safest and most socially responsible measure 
to take to support HSC (the NHS), keep our members and the wider population safe. 
  
The UK Government announced the national lockdown restrictions on Monday 23rd March 2020, 
followed immediately by the NI Executive.   
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A further statement was issued by the MCUI UC on 26th May 2020 advising that Sport NI had 
issued their Framework for the Resumption of Sport in NI and that in response we would carefully 
review their framework and develop this more detailed guidance for Clubs. 
 
Sport NI issued a statement on 12th June 2020 that “as groups of up to 10 are now permitted to 
take part in socially distanced outdoor training, it would be our view that we are at Step 2 of the 
Sport NI Framework for outdoor sports activity.  Resumption of outdoor sporting activity at Step 2 
is entirely conditional on robust protocols being in place, communicated, fully understood and 
complied with by all participants.  We would therefore urge a cautious approach and recommend 
that Governing bodies satisfy themselves that these conditions are fully and consistently met 
across their club networks before signalling their permission for resumption of Step 2 activity.” 
 
Stage II – Resumption   
 
The MCUI UC has been looking at options for the resumption of training/practice, and competition 
activity once the lockdown restrictions have been sufficiently eased.  These will be in accordance 
with Government guidelines and only implemented when it is deemed safe and appropriate to do 
so.  
 
However, with the right controls implemented, our Clubs can provide the safe and regulated 
environments that enable competitive activity to begin as soon as the NI Executive gives the green 
light to proceed.  Careful consideration will need to be given to the welfare as well as the health 
and safety of our members and all participants.  There will need to be a gradual and phased 
approach when the sport restarts, considering all social distancing, travel, and hygiene 
requirements at that time.  
 
Clubs will need some time to adapt in order to accommodate the restrictions, which may include 
some restructuring to the format of events, such as limits to the number of people on site, the 
number of competitors allowed to participate as well as compliance regarding social distancing 
and hygiene requirements.  
 
In the short term, attendance at events will, initially, be restricted to competitors, officials, and 
club personnel, with a strict ratio for additional support.  No spectators will be in attendance in 
the short term (eg at training days, closed non championship events), but in the medium term 
spectators may be allowed to attend events that have been stripped back to basics.  This will be 
dependent upon NI Executive’s direction regarding numbers permitted to gather.  Technology will 
need to be utilised wherever possible to facilitate online entry and more advance checking 
processes and provision of information between clubs and competitors, to minimise contact on 
the day.  Clubs will need to complete risk assessments and verify that they can adhere to all 
additional health and safety regulations in place at that time. 
 
Stage III – Recovery   
 
The ambition is to get the sport back on track at the earliest opportunity, although again it is 
difficult to be definite at this stage as to exactly when that will be.  Certainly, our main objective 
would be to be able to restart (as much as is reasonably practical) with new the calendar year on 
1st January 2021 as normal, proceeding through to the culmination of our winter season.   
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However, it is important to accept that some of the social distancing restrictions may remain in 
place until a vaccine for the virus is found, in which case we will need to adjust to a ‘new normal’ 
for the foreseeable future.  There is a clear risk that there could be a second or third wave of the 
virus over the next 12 months, which would necessitate a further lockdown period.  It is vital 
therefore that we retain a high degree of flexibility within our plans to adapt to changing 
circumstances over the weeks and months ahead.   
 
This final phase will see the competition calendar restored, as much as possible, but this will very 
much be dependent on what restrictions remain in place with regards to the number of 
competitors permitted and whether championships, even in a stripped back basic format, are 
going to be feasible within social distancing parameters.  In the long term it is hoped that larger 
events may be possible once restrictions have been sufficiently relaxed.   
 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID 19 outbreak it will no longer be possible to reschedule and 
complete championship events due to take place during the 2020 season and therefore any event 
held will be non-championship and may potentially be ‘closed’ events.   
 
The MCUI UC Management Committee will continue to work on alternative options with the 
various committees for a full resumption of the sport.  With considerable uncertainty as to how 
long this current crisis will last, future planning for competitions remains extremely challenging. 
 
There is unlikely to be a ‘light switch’ moment that enables normal competition and 
Championships to return to the same operational model that applied before the outbreak.   We 
will therefore work to determine how we can best support a phased return to action and remain 
in contact throughout to respond to events as they happen.   
 
The financial impact of this crisis will be significant for everyone involved in the sport, 
membership, licences, registrations and insurance have understandably already taken a 
substantial hit and it is going to take a while before numbers recover to pre-crisis levels.  Even 
then, considering the wider socio-economic impact, the motorcycle sport sector is likely to have a 
reduced number of participants due to financial uncertainty and the resulting health and wellbeing 
issues that may arise.  Our priority is to ensure that the organisation and the sport remains viable 
and sustainable long term.  
 
This document is intended to help provide a guide to our members as to what type of activity is 
likely to be permitted as lockdown restrictions are eased, as well as provide some helpful guidance 
for the development of individual event specific risk assessments and plans.   
 
Current Context 
 
The NI Executive state that any relaxation of the current restrictions will be led by science and not 
by the calendar.  It will be based on the following criteria:- 
 

 Evidence and analysis, including latest medical/scientific advice, the level of transmission and 
the impact of relaxations on the future trajectory of the pandemic; 

 Capacity of the health and social care services to deal with COVID-19 cases as well as the need 
to resume normal services; and 

 Assessment of the wider health, societal and economic impacts, including identifying the areas 
where greatest benefit and lowest risk would result from relaxation. 
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The NI Executive will also consider the ‘R’ number, which is a measure of virus transmission. It tells 
us how many new people are being infected by an existing case of Coronavirus. 
 
The NI Executive set out 5 indicative steps for the relaxation of restrictions, using the three criteria 
above.  This process will need to be flexible, so that it can adapt to new evidence and 
developments and the Executive can review and refine the approach to decision-making.  All steps 
build on what is currently permitted.  Steps do not necessarily apply at the same time in different 
sectors. 

 
 
Sport NI has developed a high level Framework for resumption of sport in NI, providing a useful 
reference guide to support us develop our own, more detailed guidance.     
 
COVID 19 has been extremely challenging for everyone and so Sport NI has developed its ‘Inspire 
Sports Hub’ giving instant access to a range of information, guidance and screening that is tailored 
specifically to help care for individual wellbeing needs.  The hub will help with creating a bespoke 
wellbeing care-plan, as well as giving guidance on appropriate support and intervention through 
guided self-assessment.  It is important that Clubs share this resource with their members. 
 
The Sport NI Framework identifies motorsport as ‘non-contact’; Step 4 for, non-contact sports, is 
“Competitive sport can take place but with restrictions in total numbers of people involved – 
athletes / coaches / staff / officials and spectators. Some events may take place ‘behind closed 
doors’”. 
 
The Sport NI Framework Step 5 for non-contact sports is “No restrictions on outdoor recreation 
activities outside of any general PHA guidelines in place at the time.  Return to full use of outdoor 
recreation facilities.  Spectators able to attend live events on a restricted basis.”     
 
It should be noted Sport NI indicated on 12th June 2020 that Step 5 “would mean ‘normality’ 
unless the PHA still have some regulations in place.”  Therefore guidance will continue to change 
and the restrictions from the PHA/NI Executive/Sport NI in place at the time of each event are 
what must be followed. 
 
This document provides a bridge between the Executive’s 5 Stage process, Sport NI’s Framework 
and the more detailed individual event safety plans required by individual Clubs.  It provides some 
initial guidance to assist event specific risk assessment development.   
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Key principles:- 
 
A statement issued on 12th June 2020 by Sport NI confirmed that at this stage we are at Step 2.  
The decision of when all sports can progress from step 2 and in the future move between steps to 
reach step 5 will be determined by the NI Executive in consultation with the Chief Medical Officer 
and Public Health Authority.   
 
Any resumption of organised training and/or competition should not detract from HSC (the NHS) 
or Key Worker resources and indeed should not proceed if the demand for those same resources 
from HSC remains unmet. 
 
Key Risk Factors to be considered 
 

 Size of event. 

 Venue – fixed or temporary. 

 Demographics. 

 Facilities at venues eg space for injured riders to be treated, ability to isolate, don/doff, etc. 

 Possibility of Social Distancing (including how to deal with incidents). 

 Personnel eg competitors, teams, officials, volunteers, security.  Consider vulnerable groups eg 
those shielding/people over 70 years of age, people with underlying health conditions, etc. 

 Separation of participants, spectators/fans. 

 Hygiene facilities and arrangements eg toilets, sinks, soap and water, hand sanitiser. 

 PPE eg masks, gloves, visors, screens.   

 Disinfection/cleaning schedule, waste disposal eg closed bins. 

 Consider if additional insurance is required. 
 
Mitigation of Risks 
 

 Clear communication before, during, after each event including instructions and signage. 

 Limits to the number of competitors on site at any one time.  Exact numbers will depend on NI 
Executive and UK Government advice and other restrictions that remain in place.   

 To allow adequate provision for social distancing between all people at the event.   

 Medical response plan developed for and by the MCUI UC Medical Team.  This will need to 
consider any potential impact on local health service provision, training, how to deal with 
incidents during COVID 19, PPE, facilities, medical personnel transport, protocols for isolation, 
liaison with hospitals / appropriate space and time for treatment, transport and repatriation 
arrangements.  In addition, Clubs will need to liaise with First Aid providers to ensure their 
availability and requirements are met and secure their local HSC Trust’s support to proceed. 

 Strict limits at events on the number of people per bike allowed, attending on a 2:1 ratio; (one 
extra parent, guardian or carer may be allowed to attend to support U16 rider).  

 No (or a limited number of) spectators to be allowed to attend competitions to control 
capacity, including friends or family, unless they qualify as the two people permitted in 
addition to the rider.   

 Changes in processes/procedures to ensure that all competitors, officials, operational 
personnel, and volunteers (including spectators where present) maintain required social 
distancing and appropriate hygiene processes are followed eg ‘punch boards’ for trials.   

 Advise everyone to only attend if symptom free.  Consider use of temperature checks.  If 
anyone becomes unwell they should leave the event immediately. 
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Guidance for Clubs 
 
With Clubs being unable to meet face to face, they must be aware of the differing requirements that will 
be necessary for each of the different disciplines as well as at different sized events therefore is 
vital that Clubs begin to review the measures they will need to put in place now. 
 
Each Club will need to develop their individual event specific risk assessments and event safety 
plans whether for trials, short circuits or roads and in doing so they will need to consider the 
following in line with Government/PHA guidance at the time of the event:- 

 

 Government guidelines must be followed always with regards to mass gatherings eg number of 
participants.   

 Signage must be displayed reminding participants to follow the Government guidance with 
regards to washing hands and social distancing. 

 Use of signs and posters to build awareness of good handwashing technique, the need to 
increase handwashing frequency, avoid touching your face and to cough or sneeze into the 
crook of your arm. 

 Provide regular reminders and signage to maintain hygiene standards. 

 When hiring equipment a process must be in place to ensure that the equipment is sanitized 
after use, all clean kit must be stored in a sealed container. 

 Marshals - each Marshal point must observe social distancing measures.  Marshals may be 
required to wear PPE (face masks / gloves).     

 First Aiders and Medics need to comply with social distancing and PPE requirements (face 
masks / visors / gloves / donning and doffing, etc as per PHA guidance at the time). 

 If possible on-line entries and payment must be encouraged. If possible, contactless payment 
only should be accepted onsite.  

 Provide hand sanitiser in multiple locations in addition to washrooms. 

 Set clear use and cleaning guidance for toilets to ensure they are kept clean and social 
distancing is achieved as much as possible. 

 Toilets to have signage detailing the current Government advice with regards to social 
distancing and hand washing.  Minimise use of portable toilets. 

 Sanitizers to be provided at signing on, toilets, etc.  Regular cleaning/sanitising of common 
areas must be carried out by the organiser. 

 Enhanced cleaning for busy areas. 

 Provide more waste facilities and more frequent waste collection/disposal. 

 Replace hand dryers with paper towels in handwashing facilities. 

 Consider provision of automated hand sanitising dispensers in public places. 

 Regular cleaning of high contact areas, gates, handrails, etc. 
 
These guidelines are neither exhaustive nor conclusive and are subject to revision under the NI 
Executive’s 5 step plan.  Further considerations to help Clubs develop their risk assessments and 
event safety plans will be shared informally and discussed at the relevant discipline’s Committee. 
 
An MCUI UC Motorcycle Events during the Covid-19 Crisis – Risk Assessment will be shared with 
Clubs.  This will be an over-arching risk assessment for our sport and does not replace individual 
event specific risk assessments and event safety plans.  A template for Clubs will also be provided. 
 
Additional resources are included within the References section of this guidance. 
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content/uploads/2020/05/getting-motorsport-back-on-track-q-and-a-v18-may-2020.pdf  
 
Motorsport UK – Getting back on track – Race Venues and Event Organisers 
https://www.motorsportuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/getting-motorsport-back-on-track-
race-appendix-v18-may-2020.pdf  
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ni.gov.uk/publications/coronavirus-executive-approach-decision-making  
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recreation in Northern Ireland.  http://www.sportni.net/sportni/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Framework-for-resumption-of-Sport-and-Physical-Recreation-in-NI-
Final-version-1.pdf  
 
Sport NI - A Tool to help you build your Protocols - http://www.sportni.net/taking-the-first-step-
support-tool-use/  
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care-plan, as well as giving guidance on appropriate support and intervention through guided self-
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guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation/guidance-for-providers-of-outdoor-facilities-
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March 2020, COVID-19: Travel, Points of Entry and Mass Gatherings.  
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mass-gathering-risk-assessment-covid-19-key-
considerations  
 
World Health Organisation - Decision tree for risk assessment for mass gathering, 8 April 2020, 
| COVID-19: Travel, Points of Entry and Mass Gatherings.  https://www.who.int/docs/default-
source/coronaviruse/who-2019-ncov-mg-decision-tree.pdf?sfvrsn=35435b5a_2&download=true  
 
World Health Organisation - Considerations for sports federations/sports event organizers when 
planning mass gatherings in the context of COVID-19, Interim guidance, 14 April 2020.  
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/considerations-for-sports-federations-sports-event-
organizers-when-planning-mass-gatherings-in-the-context-of-covid-19-interim-guidance  
 
World Health Organisation - Guidance for the use of the WHO Mass Gatherings Sports: addendum 
risk assessment tools in the context of COVID-19.  
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/guidance-for-the-use-of-the-who-mass-gatherings-
sports-addendum-risk-assessment-tools-in-the-context-of-covid-19  
 
World Health Organisation’s online course for public health preparedness for mass gathering 
events.  To create a user account, future members need to click on “Register” from the homepage 
of the Health Security Learning Platform: Access the course 
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